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R E P O R T 
 

  
 

he SERC 2020 Annual Report 
highlights the preparedness 
measures that hazardous material 
facilities, emergency planners and 
first responders utilize to protect 
New Mexico resident’s and guests. 

 
The Emergency Planning and Community Right-
to-Know Act (EPCRA) is part of Title III of the 
1986 Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act. This law enables the 
Governor of each state to appoint a SERC. The 
SERC is composed of seven members selected 
by the Governor to represent private industry, 
federal facilities, public health and public safety. 
Appointments are made for four year terms. 
 
The SERC:  
(1) exercises supervisory authority to implement 
Title III within New Mexico;  
(2) prescribes all reporting forms required by the 
Hazardous Chemicals Information Act [74-4E-1 
to 74-4E-9 NMSA 1978];  
(3) provides direction to the Hazardous 
Materials Safety Board;  
(4) reports periodically to the Radioactive And 
Hazardous Materials Committee; and  
(5) reports annually to the Governor and the 
legislature (this document). 
 
The SERC’s primary focus this year was to 
ensure New Mexico’s first responders were 
provided with adequate training on updated 
guidelines, procedures and curriculum. The 
COVID crisis prevented many planned 
activates, while other activities were 

completed using such tools as Zoom and 
Google Teams. 
  
The SERC also continued to provide technical 
assistance to hazardous material facilities for 
individual reporting requirements. The SERC 
focused primarily in 2020 on updating the New 
Mexico Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Response (HMER) Plan. Additionally, the SERC 
continued its efforts to work with Local 
Emergency Planning Committees LEPCs and 
Tribal Emergency Response Councils (TERCs) in 
order to provide a more accurate model of Tier 
II reporting (see page 8) throughout New 
Mexico. This was accomplished by creating and 
implementing DHSEM hosted webinars and 
‘LEPC 101’ which welcomed 49 industry 
representatives through the conference 
software ZOOM. LEPC 101 is presented to 
facilities that store hazardous chemicals and file 
reports under the EPCRA (Tier II forms). The 
workshop helps facilities plan for chemical 
emergencies. 

The Updated 2020 Emergency Response Guide 
(ERG) was also released this year.  The SERC 
ensured that this very important hazardous 
materials reference manual was distributed to 
all first responders throughout the State. 
 

A complete summary of the current landscape 
of hazardous materials in New Mexico is 
included in this Report. 
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he Hazardous Materials Safety 

Board (HMSB), is comprised of the 

training officers of the responsible 

state agencies, which include the 

NM Fire Academy, the NM 

Department of Health, NM State Police, NM 

Department of Transportation, NM 

Environment Department, NM Department of 

Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management, and all applicable local fire 

departments.  

 

The HMSB is facilitated by the Hazardous 

Materials Emergency Response Administrator, 

Julie Jolly. The Board is convened at the 

direction of the State Emergency Response 

commission, at least quarterly, to; 

 

 

 

(1) Review training needs of each 

responsible state agency;  

(2) Formulate a plan to meet those needs; 

(3) Establish state-wide hazardous 

materials training standards; 

(4) Conduct an annual comprehensive 

training course for all appropriate personnel 

from responsible state and local agencies; and  

(5) Prepare and submit to the SERC a 

budget for statewide training needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L   
S A F E T Y  B O A R D   
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L O C A L  E M E R G E N C Y  P L A N N I N G  
C O M M I T T E E S  ( L E P C )  

T 

 

he SERC is charged to create Local 

Emergency Planning Committees 

(LEPCs) with members to be drawn 

from fields of public safety, health 

care and local industry. 

In accordance with EPCRA, LEPCs are required 

to annually submit an emergency response 

plan to the SERC. Among other things, this plan 

identifies hazardous chemical storage and 

transportation, along with the procedures for 

emergency response, public notification, and 

evacuation in the event of accidental release, 

spill, or other chemical emergency.   

 

EPCRA mandates that the hazardous chemical 

industry make information publicly available 

about its chemical processes, storage, 

emissions, and safety procedures. Facilities are 

required to report their hazardous chemical 

inventory each year to the SERC. Thus, the 

crucial element in LEPC data management is 

the annual facility chemical inventory data 

(EPCRA data).  

 

New Mexico LEPCs are set up by county or are 

multi-county. Currently there are 33 counties  

 

 

 

covered by 30 active LEPCs. The LEPCs are 

comprised of leaders from local fire, law 

enforcement, medical, media, government 

representatives, and business. From this 

collaboration, emergency response plans that 

outline local threats and vulnerabilities are 

constructed.  These emergency plans describe 

how the local emergency response will be 

handled. Through planning and routine 

exercise, these plans are validated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Las Cruces Fire Department Hazardous Materials Training 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjfqorYuobnAhWU9Z4KHYjZAkgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.envirologic.com/blog?post_id%3D89%26view%3Dold&psig=AOvVaw2fEWYZ2t1vu-kpZorNZGyL&ust=1579207002300412
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L E P C  C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

  
 

 

   

Albuquerque - LEPC  
lepc@lepcabq.org.   
Eugen McPeek, 505-750-7681 
http://lepcabq.org  
 

Catron County LEPC 
mike.shriver@catroncountynm.gov 
Mike Shivers, 575-533-6222 
 

Chaves County / Roswell – LEPC 
k.sanders@roswell-nm.gov 
Karen Sanders, 575-624-6740 
 

Cibola County - LEPC  
dmiddleton@co.cibola.nm.us 
Dustin Middleton, 505-285-2558 
 

Colfax County – LEPC 
tvigil@co.Colfax.nm.us 
Thomas Vigil, 575-445-7050 
 

Clovis-Curry County - LEPC  
dheerding@cityofclovis.org 
Dan Heerding, 575-763-9485 
 

De Baca County - LEPC  
dbcrecc@plateautel.net 
Linda Boyd, 575-355-2405 
 

Dona Ana County/Las Cruces – LEP 
cullencombs@donaanacounty.org 
Cullen Combs, 575-647-7900 
http://www.donaanacounty/emergency/l
epc 
http://www.donaanlepc.org/ 
 

Eddy County - LEPC  
jarmendarlz@eddycounty.com 
Jennifer Armenariz, 575-628-5454 
http://www.eddyoem.com/ 
 

Grant County – LEPC 
ghelton@grantcounty.nm.com  
Gilbert Helton, 575-574-0065 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guadalupe County – LEPC 
dburguete@guadcoso.us 
Benjamin Rael, 575-472-3306 
 

Harding County – LEPC 
hcsheriff_law@plateautel.net 
Herman Martinez, 575-673-2231 
 

Hidalgo County – LEPC  
911addressor@hidalgocounty.org  
scott.richins@hidalgocounty.org 
Scott Richins, 575-534-5113 
 

Los Alamos County – LEPC  
beverley.simpson@lacnm.us 
Beverley Simpson, 505-662-8283   
 

Lea County – LEPC 
lvelasquez@leacounty.net 
Lorenzo Velasquez, 575-396-2983 
http//www.leacounty.net/EmergencyMgt/em
eboutus.html 
 

Lincoln County – LEPC 
amy.means@enmu.edu ; 
jkenmore@lincolncountynm.gov 
Joe Kenmore, 575-336-8600x1 
 

Luna County / Deming – LEPC  
kgannaway@lunacountynm.us 
Sheriff Kelly Gannaway, (575) 546-2655 
 

McKinley County – LEPC 
smahooty@co.McKinley.nm.us 
Susan Mahooty, 505-722-4248 
http//www.co.mckinley.nm.us/emergency_
management.htm 
 

Mora County – LEPC 
moracopz@yahoo.com 
Rumaldo Pino, 575-387-5393 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Otero County – LEPC 
jleclair@ci.alamogordo.nm.us  
James LeClair, 575-439-4298 
 
Quay County – LEPC 
daniel.zemora@quaycounty-nm.gov 
Daniel.Zemora, 575-461-8535 
 
Rio Arriba County - LEPC  
aamontoya@rio-arriba.org 
Alfredo Montoya, 505-747-6367 
 
Roosevelt County – LEPC  
jmontiel@roosveltcounty.com 
Johnny Montiel, 575-359-2869 
  
San Juan County – LEPC 
mmestas@sjcounty.net 
Mike Mastas, 505-334-4714 
http://www.sjcoem.com 
/communityprograms/lepc.html 
 
San Miguel County/Las Vegas – LEPC 
cabila@co.sanmiguel.nm.us  ; 
lmaestas@co.sanmiguel.nm.us 
Connie Abila, 505-425-6190 
 
Sandoval County – LEPC 
EOC@sandovalcountynm.gov 
Seth A. Muller, 505-867-0245 
 
Santa Fe County – LEPC 
mavigil@co.santa-fe.nm.us 
Martin Vigil, 505-992-3072 
 
Sierra County – LEPC 
ptooley@sierraco.org 
Paul Tooley, 575-891-6215 
 
Socorro County – LEPC 
jwheeler@co.Socorro.nm.us 
Jerry Wheeler, 575-835-2029 
http://www.socorrocounty.net 
 
Taos County – LEPC 
bobby.lucero@taoscounty.org 
Bobby Lucero, 505-737-6459 
Torrance County – LEPC 
mpropp@tcnm.us 
Mat Propp, 505-544-4727  
 
Union County – LEPC 
emergencymgr@unionnm.us 
Robert Wingo, 575-207- 5454 
 
Valencia County – LEPC 
sarah.gillen@loslunasnm.gov 
Sarah Gillen, 505-866-2043 
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 2020 

H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L   
R E P O R T I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

T 

   

he responsibility of implementing 
the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-To-Act (EPCRA) 
lies with the Department of  
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (DHSEM) Hazardous 

Materials Program (HMP). 

The HMP Coordinator is responsible for the 
management of the SERC, the Hazardous 
Materials Safety Board (HMSB), Superfund 
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) 
Title III compliance, and the Toxic Release 
Inventory (TRI) program.  

In an ongoing effort, the HMP Coordinator 
assists in managing outreach to LEPCs to 
ensure compliance programs are established 
and that training needs are addressed. Future 
plans for 2021 include updating the Tier II 
reporting process, through an online reporting 
alternative, and offering Computer-Aided 
Management of Emergency Operations 
(CAMEO) training. 
 
Facilities storing or handling chemicals are 
covered by (EPCRA) Sec 311.  This means the 
facility must report if the chemical is 500 
pounds or more for an Extremely Hazardous 
Substances (EHS). All other hazardous 
chemicals must exceed 10,000 pounds or more.  
A listing of all other chemicals can be found on 
the EPA website under 40 CFR Part 355 
appendices A & B. 

Submission of a Tier II form is required under 
Section 312 of the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA). 
The purpose of this form is to provide State and 
local officials and the public with information 
on the general hazard types and locations of 

hazardous chemicals present at a facility during 
the previous calendar year. Companies not 
found in compliance risk fines of up to $5000 
for each finding. 

The Tier II inventory form used to report 
inventories provides the following information 
for each chemical: 
• The chemical name or the common name as 
indicated on the Safety Data Sheet (SDS); 
• An estimate (in ranges) of the maximum 
amount of the chemical present at any time 
during the preceding calendar year and the 
average daily amount; 
• A brief description of the manner of storage 
of the chemical; 
• The location of the chemical at the facility; 
and 
• An indication of whether the owner elects to 
withhold location information from disclosure 
to the public. 
 
New Mexico requires section 312 information 
be submitted by March 1st each year for 
information on chemicals present at the facility 
in the previous year. The information 
submitted under sections 311 and 312 is 
available to the public. 
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The charts and graphs on pages 9 through 13 reflect hazardous chemical amounts in Local Emergency 
Planning Committee Districts and the number of facilities storing these chemicals throughout the state 
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FIGURE 1: Total Reported Hazardous 
Materials Accident/ Incident 

Investigations by NM State Police 
Districts for 2020
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FIGURE 2: NM State Police Accident/Incident 
Investigations by Year 

(October 2014 - September 2020)
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FIGURE 3: Top Ten Extremely Hazardous Substances* and Inventory Levels 
 

* Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) includes any chemicals or hazardous substances identified by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on the basis of hazard or toxicity and listed under 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA).  
 

 

Chemical 
Inventory 
Level (lbs) 

ASPHALT CEMENT 142293410 

CRUDE OIL 73674987 

PRODUCED HYDROCARBONS 18043513 

SULFURIC ACID 4586615 

NATURAL GAS 3022105 

UREA SOLUTION (50% SOULUTION) 2377500 

LEAD ACID BATTERIES 1912507 

CHLORINE 1900784 

HYDROFLUORIC ACID 944446 

HYDROGEN PEROXIDE, PEROXYACETIC ACID 801138 
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*"Release" means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, discharging, 
injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping or disposing into the environment (including the 
abandonment or discharge of barrels, containers and other closed receptacles) per Emergency 
Response Planning and Community Right To Know Act (EPCRA). 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

FIGURE 4: Material Release* Notifications for the top counties 
spanning the last four years: Based on EPA Region 6 ERNS** 

release Data (January 2014-December2019) 
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FIGURE 4: Material Release* Notifications for the top counties 
spanning the last four years: Based on EPA Region 6 ERNS** 

release Data (January 2014-December2019) continued… 

*"Release" means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, discharging, 
injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping or disposing into the environment (including the 
abandonment or discharge of barrels, containers and other closed receptacles) per Emergency 
Response Planning and Community Right To Know Act (EPCRA). 
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2020/21 HMEP Grant 
Flow Through Allocation $260,968.20

T 
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Training

Maint & Admin

 
 

he Hazardous Materials 
Emergency Preparedness 
(HMEP) Grant is awarded 
annually in October. The HMEP 
grant program, sponsored by 
U.S. Department of 

Transportation (DOT), is intended to 
provide financial and technical assistance 
as well as national direction and guidance 
to enhance State, Territorial, Tribal, and 
local hazardous materials emergency 
planning and training.  
 
The HMEP Grant Program distributes fees 
collected from shippers and carriers of 
hazardous materials to Local Emergency 
Planning Committees (LEPCs) and/or 
emergency responders for hazardous 
materials training and planning in 
preparation for hazardous materials 
incidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As a result of the COVID crisis, left over 
funds from FY19, have all been reallocated 
to FY20. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

      

  

2020/21 HMEP Grant  
Budget Distribution $322,300 

H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L S  E M E R G E N C Y  
P R E P A R E D N E S S  G R A N T  
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The Las Cruces Fire Department 
(LCFD) Hazardous Materials (Hazmat) 

Team won the 23rd annual Hazmat 
Challenge Aug. 19, 2019

  

he 24th Annual Hazmat 
Challenge was sheduled for 
August of 2020 at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. The 
challenge was canceled for this 
year due to COVID-19. 

 
For more than 20 years, Hazmat teams 
have joined the challenge for a chance to 
network with one another, practice 
technical skills and learn new techniques 
under realistic conditions. 
 
Vehicles, trucks, railcars and a variety of 
other props are used to mimic real-life 
hazardous material situations. Past 
scenarios have included drug laboratory or 
chemical hazard identification, confined 
space rescue, gas leaks, a pressurized drum 
opening and an exercise involving an 
overturned tanker. 
 
The Laboratory began the Hazmat 
Challenge in 1996 to hone the skills of its 
own hazmat team members. The event 
now offers a comprehensive training 
opportunity in a competitive format that is 
open to all hazardous materials response 
teams in New Mexico and across the 
nation. Recent expansion and 
improvements to the LANL Emergency 
Response Training Center allows an 
increase to the variety and complexity of  
 
 
 
 

 
 
the response scenarios during the 
challenge and other training events. 
Training structures where added to 
include a grocery store, a medical clinic, a 
gas station, and a motel.  The rail yard 
was expanded and four railcars were 
added. 
 
The winning team receives a traveling 
trophy and top-scoring teams in the 
technical categories were awarded 
permanent trophies.  
 
Funding for New Mexico teams is 
provided through the DOT HMEP grant 
offered through NM DHSEM.  
 
We look forward to participants in 
August 2021. 

  

 

H a z m a t  C h a l l e n g e  2 0 2 0  
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